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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Assessment/Offsets 

The amount the State automatically deducts from Local Aid to cover town-shared expenses. The pri¬ 
mary items that make up this amount are charter school and MBTA assessments. 

Bond Anticipation 
Note (BAN): 

Short term debt instrument used to generate cash for initial project costs and with the expectation 
that the debt will be replaced later by permanent bonding. Typically issued for a term of less than one 
year, BANs may be re-issued for up to five years, provided principal repayment begins after two 
years (MGL Ch. 44 §17). Principal payments on school related BANs may be deferred up to seven 
years (increased in 2002 from five years) if the community has an approved project on the Massa¬ 
chusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) priority list. BANs are full faith and credit obligations. 

Capital (Includes 

Debt Service): 

The Town’s capital improvements program policies call for the allocation of approximately 5% of the 
general fund revenues to the capital budget. This is exclusive of dedicated funding sources such as 
enterprise funds, grants, and Proposition 2 14 debt exclusion projects. 

Cherry Sheet: 

The official notification by the Massachusetts Commissioner of Revenue to municipalities and school 
districts of estimated state aid to be paid and charges to be assessed over the next fiscal year. As 
the state budget process unfolds updated local aid proposals are posted. Cherry Sheets are issued 
once the state budget is enacted by the Legislature and approved by the Governor. 

Chapter 70 School 

Aid Cherry Sheet: 

Chapter 70 refers to the school funding formula created under the Education Reform Act of 1993 by 
which State Aid is distributed through the Cherry Sheet to help establish educational equity among 
municipal and regional school districts. 

Chapter 90 Highway 
Funds: 

State funds derived from periodic transportation bond authorizations and apportioned to communities 
for highway projects based on a formula under the provision of MGL Ch. 90 §34. The Chapter 90 for¬ 
mula comprises three variables: local road mileage (58.33%) as certified by the Massachusetts High¬ 
way Department (MHD), local employment level (20.83%) derived from the Department of Employ¬ 
ment and Training (DET), and population estimates (20.83%) from the US Census Bureau. Local 
highway projects are approved in advance. Later, on the submission of certified expenditure reports 
to MHD, communities receive cost reimbursement to the limit of the grant. See DOD/DLS website. 
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